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Equine Piroplasmosis
Treatment 
There is no approved vaccine for EP in the U.S., 
however, a treatment has been recently developed to 
treat Theileria equi infections. Positive horses can be 
enrolled in a state-federal approved treatment 
program. Treatment with an antiprotozoal drug, 
imidocarb, is performed at the owner’s expense, and 
must be performed by a United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) accredited veterinarian under the 
observation of a state or federal animal health official. 
The horse is quarantined for the entire length of 
treatment, which can take months to years. 

The management options for a positive horse are 
enrollment into the USDA Animal Plant Health 
Inspection Services (APHIS) EP treatment under 
quarantine, lifetime quarantine, or euthanasia. 
Quarantine requires horses to be placed in a tick-free, 
vegetative-free environment. All positive horses are  
permanently identified by microchip and may be 
identified with a brand. 

Prevention 
This is a blood-borne disease. To protect horses from 
getting this disease, follow these guidelines:  

•      Always use a sterile needle and syringe for all 
      injections, into a vein, muscle, or skin. 
•      Disinfect all dental, tattooing, and surgical 
      equipment between horses. Make sure to remove 
      all debris and blood with soap and water before 
      disinfection.
•      Only administer commercially licensed blood or 
       blood products.
•      Use a sterile needle each time when puncturing a 
      multi-dose medication bottle. Consult a veterinarian 
      to demonstrate how to use sterile techniques when 
      drawing up medications.
•      Monitor for the presence of ticks on your horses. 
      If ticks are found, consult a veterinarian as to the 
      best tick-prevention approaches in your area; and
•      Contact a veterinarian if a horse is showing signs of 
      fever, jaundice, decreased appetite, or weight loss. 

Disinfection 
This virus is readily destroyed by most common 
disinfectants such as bleach or alcohol. Since alcohol 
and bleach-based disinfectants are inactivated by 
organic matter, such as manure or soil, surfaces must 
first be cleaned thoroughly with soap and water before 
disinfectants are applied. Be sure to follow the 
manufacturers’ recommendations and the label 
instructions for all disinfectants. 

Reportable Disease Alert
Equine Piroplasmosis is a reportable disease 

(pursuant to GA R&R 40-13-4-.02 and Title 9 CFR 
§161.4(f)) and must be reported within 24 hours of 

discovery. If your horse is exhibiting clinical signs
consistent with EP or has been exposed, please contact 

your private practitioner or GDA officials. 
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